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Tab. 2 A brief chronology of the casting of the giant buddha of Fuzhou Kaiyuan temple
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On the Casting Schedule of the Giant Buddha in Fuzhou Kaiyuan Temple

TANG Dian, WANG Xin, CHEN Jun-feng
(College of Materials Science and Engineering of Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350001, Fujian, China)

Abstract:

The giant buddha in Fuzhou Kaiyuan temple is the biggest one of ancient iron buddhas existing both at home
and abroad. The determination of the age of casting is of great significance. There are two dominant views
about the issue. One is the sixth year of Yuan Feng era in the Northern Song dynasty, and the other is the
fourth year of Zhen Ming era in the Later Liang dynasty. This paper indicated the errors of both of them and
traced to the origins of their mistakes. Combined with the previous experimental observations for the giant
iron buddha, seven pieces of evidences had been summarized, and all of them pointed to a document entitled
“Monumental Inscription for Zhang Liu Golden Body”. Therefore, it was inferred that the giant iron buddha
was what just descripted in the “Monumental Inscription for Zhang Liu Golden Body”. Based on this, the
casting date and important calendar information such as event notes were further confirmed.

Key words:
Fuzhou Kaiyuan temple; giant buddha; cast; date; schedule
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